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and with bowed head ; a rider may not remount his horse
till the tomb is out of sight.
" One of the things which show the great respect of the
Khozars for their king, is that sometimes the king desires
the death of one of them, even one of the most powerful,
and yet he does not wish to incur the responsibility for his
death. Thereupon he orders the person to kill himself, and
the man, going home, puts an end to his life.
11 The dignity of khakan is reserved for certain families,
which exert no authority or power. When a man has been
chosen to bear this title, they install him without taking
account of his former condition. None are raised to the
dignity of khakan but persons who profess Judaism. The
golden throne and pavilion, which are to be seen among
the Khozars, are reserved for the khakan ; on the march,
the tents of the khakan are placed above those of the king;
similarly in the towns, the mansion of the khakan is higher
than the mansion of the king. . . .
" The language of the Bulgarians resembles that of the
Khozars." x
From a comparison of these accounts we gather that the
Khazars at the height of their power were governed by
two kings, a sacred and nominally supreme king, and a civil
and nominally subordinate king, and that all real power
centred in the hands of the civil king, while the nominal
sovereign was little more than a venerable puppet, who lived
in almost absolute seclusion, seldom showing himself in
public, remaining virtually invisible to the eyes of his sub-
jects, and yet treated with marks of the most profound
respect, if not of adoration, both in his lifetime and after
his death. In this system of a double kingship, with its
assignment of the shadow of power to one person and the
substance of it to another, we trace those features of rois
faineants and Mayors of the Palace, which are familiar to
us in Merovingian history.2 The old line of hereditary
1  Aboulfeda,   Geographic,  traduite     (Paris, 1823), p. 157 :  " // est done a
de VArabe en Frangais, par M. Reinaud     presumer que Fautorite des Khaghans
(Paris,   1848),   ii.   Premiere   Partie,     aborigine turque  s'etait considerable-
pp. 301 -305.                                             ment afaiblie dans Us derniers terns de
2  Compare Klaproth," Memoire sur     la monarchic kkazare.   Des especes de
les Khazars ", Journal Asiatique, iiL      maires du palais, apres eetxrir usurps